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THE OPPORTUNITY MYTH
TNTP- 2018 1,000 

Lessons

5,000 
Assignments

20,000 work 
samples4 out of 10 classrooms with a majority of

students of color never received a single 
grade-level assignment.



TNTP’S RECOMMENDATIONS

Consistent 
opportunities to 
work on GRADE 
– APPROPRIATE 
ASSIGNMENTS

STRONG 
INSTRUCTION, 

where students 
do most of the 

thinking

DEEP 
ENGAGEMENT in 

what they are 
learning

Teachers who 
hold HIGH 

EXPECTATIONS 
and believe 
students can 
meet grade-

level standards



OUR JOURNEY

2019-2020
Expectations for 

Grade Level Instruction

2020-2021
Alignment to Standards

2021-22
Strong Instruction

2022-23
Engagement

Planned
V

Pandemic

New state 
standards 

and 
curriculum



OUR RECRUITMENT

Novice 
teachers

Alternatively 
certified 
teachers 

Substitutes





UNDERSTANDING THE BENCHMARK



UNDERSTANDING THE BENCHMARK



QUESTION STEMS
• How does the plot influence the character development in the 

text?
• How does the setting influence the character development in the 

text?
• How do character development, plot, and setting interact in the 

text?
• Which element(s) of plot affect(s) the character’s motivations?
• How do Character A and Character B respond to the setting 

similarly?
• Part A: How does Character A respond to the setting in the text? 

Part B: How does Character B respond to the setting differently 
than Character A?



INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

ANNOTATION 
STRATEGIES

GRAPHIC 
ORGANIZERS

CHECKLISTS



REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE FOR SUCCESS



POSSIBLE MISCONCEPTIONS
WHAT ARE COMMON MISUNDERSTANDINGS ON THE
PART OF STUDENTS OR TEACHERS?

• What does plot mean?
• What does interaction mean?
• How do characters interact with non-human 

elements such as setting or plot?
• Benchmark is focused on the interactions, 

not descriptions of characters, setting, or 
plot.



THE COMMITMENTS

Time

Collaboration

Implementation



ONGOING SUPPORT

Monthly Live 
Webinars For 

Teachers

Professional 
Learning for 

Administrators and 
Coaches

Literacy Specialists 
embedded in 

PLCs/Common 
Planning



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.newsofmillcreek.com/content/cascadia-community-college-celebrates-its-14th-commencement
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


THANK 
YOU

DR. BRANDIE BERRY – DIRECTOR OF LITERACY

DUVAL COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BERRYB@DUVALSCHOOLS.ORG
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